'A SERMON 


'VPON PART OF | 
THE NINTH CHAPTER 


OF THE HOLY GOSPEL 
OF IESVS CHRIST 


ACCORDING 10 
S. I OHN: | * 


Preached at 6. Maries in 


Doctor of Diuinitie. JN. 


f Luke. 4. 5. 18. 19. 

The Spirirofche Lord i is ypon me, becauſe he hath 
annointed mee, that Iſhould preach the 
Goſpel to the poore: he hath ſent me, that 
I ſhould heale the broken hearted, that I 
ſhould preach deliuerance to the captiues, 
and recouering of ſight to the bimd char f «i 
ſhould ſet at liberty them that are bruiſed; . 
& that I ſhould pee the acceptable 

| yeare of che Lord. 


AT OXFORD, e 
Pzinted by Ioſeph Barnes, inter 
to che famous Vniuerſitie. a 

158 6. 


Oxford by John Chardm ** Nd . 
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TO THE RIGHT HONO- 
RAB LE HIS VERY GOOD LORD 
and maiſter, Ambroſe,Earle of Warwick,Knight * 

ofthe noble order of the Garter, and one 

of her Highneſſe moſt honorabls priuie 
© Counſel, Iohn chardon wiſnie th grace 
and peace from God our fa- 
ther, and from the 


Lord Teſus 
Chriſt. 


aa HE Almightie God 
IJ (right Honorable, & 
my very good Lord) 
at what time hee 
2 would haue the chil- 
dren of Iſrael to build 
hima place therein to 
4 offer ſacrifice and to 
off heare the law, which 
hee calleth the Sænctuarie, willed his ſeruant 
Moſes to aſſemble all the congregation of I, 
rael, to will them that according to the thing 
which the Lord had commaunded, they 
would take for him of euery man (whoſe hart x yo, 25, a, 
did giue it freely) an offering, not only of gold 
and ſiluer, but alſo of meaner things, as braſſe, 
linnen, Goats baire,Rammes skins, ſtones, k 
other like. And cucric one whoſe heart en- zxo.3521, 
A 3 couraged 12 


Exo. 25. 8. 


couraged him, and whole ſpirite made him 

willing, came and brought ſuch as they had 

for all the woork which the Lord had com- 
maunded,euery mi after his ability. Andſuch 

was their readines,thartthey broughttſtil their 
Exo. 36.3, free gifte$eucrie morning for the work of the 
ſcruice of the Sanctuarie: & in ſuch abundance, 

as that Bealeel and eAbohab with the reſt of 

the wile in heart that wrought all the holie 

work, were faine to leaue off, and to begge 

Moſes to will the people to prepare no more 

Vaſ7. for the oblatiõ of the Sanctuarie, becauſe there 
was already ſufficient for al the work to make 

it, and more then inough. A notable example 

is this, both roſhewhow acceptable their ſer- 

uice is in the Lords ſight, x hich( according to 

their portion) wil contribute of their goods to 

the rearing vp of his Tabernacle, in which his 

Jaw is to be taught and his wil to be reucaled: 

as alſo fo admoniſh vs that are called by grace 

x Cor.3.9.- 40 be che labourers, the husbandrie and buil- 
ding of the Lord, how readie and willing wee 

ought all to be to beautifie and finiſh the ſpi- 

rituall Tabernacle, not without the ſingular 

' prouidence ot the Almightie, ſo happilie be- 
Exe. 35 30 gonne by Bexaltel, u hom hee hath filled with 
an excellent ſpirit of wiſedome, of vnderſtan- 
ding, and of knowledge, to worke togither 
weith all the wite hearted, cuen with as many 
as their hartes encourage to come thereunto. 
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4 all maner work for the ſeruice of the Sandtua- 


rie: for the gathering togither of the Samtes, Fphe. 4.12, 
for the worke of the miniſterie, and for the e- 
dification of the bodie , till wee grow vp into 
him which is the head, to wit,Chriſt the head 
of his Church. For ſeeing that wee haue giftes Rom. 12.6 
that are diuers, according to the grace that is 
giuen vato vs, it ſtandeth vs vpon to bring, if 


not Gold & Siiuer, yet ſuch as we haue tothe 


aduancement of this building, whereof Chriſt 

is the foundation, head & chiefe corner ſtone: 1 C. 11. 
which ſo coupleth the whol building togither Ee. 21. 
that it groweth vnto an holie temple in the Ee. a1. 
Lord, &cauſeth them which are built togither 
in it, to be the habitation of God by the ſpirit. 


And although wee can not euerie one, with 


the rich, caſt much into the Treaſury, yet with 
the poor widow let vs throw in the two mites, l 14, 


the ſubſtance that we haue. For as God in the 42. 


olde lawe would haue the offering which hee 
required for the building and vſe ofthe Ta- 
bernacle to be receiued of none but of ſuch, ＋ 4 
whoſe hearts did giue it freelie, and whoſe. Exe. 23.4. 
ſpirites did make them willing : ſo likewiſe * 
Chriſt our Sauiour eſteemeth not ſo much 
the abundance. & greatnes of the gift which 
we bring, as the zcalouſnes of our ley and 
readines of our wils. They that brought Goats 
haire for the curtaines of the Tabernacle and 


ones for the Ephod,were allowed, and their 


A3 offing 
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+ Goldforthe ringes, or of Siluer for the ſoc- 
kets: for all were neceſſarie, and ſuch as the 
Lord for the preſent time by Aoſes, for the 
worke ofthe miniſtration, did require. And ſo 
eee God hath ordeined helpers and gouer- 
Epbe. 4. 11. tion of the ſpirit is giuen them to profit with- 
2 Cor.12:7. all:to one the word of wiſedome: to another 
I the word of knowledge: to another prophe- 
cie: to another the diſcerning of Spirits: to, 


the interpretation of tongues: and the ſame al 
4 good and profitable for the vniting of the 
41 Saincts, for the labour of the miniſterie, & for 
| the perfecting of the Church, which is the 
whole bodie, till wee all meete togither (in 
the vnity of faith and knowledge of the ſonne 
of God) vnto the ripenes of a chriſtian age, & 
ynto the full meaſure of that knowledge 
which wee ſhall haue of Chriſt. As then God 


rituall houſe to himſelfe, and hath giuen to e- 
Epb.q7. uery one of vs grace, according to the mea- 
ſure ofthe gift of Chriſt, ſo let each one (ac- 

cording as hee is able) offer continually to 
the Lord for the worke without ceaſing, as 
| they did for the worke of the material Taber- 
. nacle, that there may be once ſtuffe ſufficient 


offring receiued as theirs that was either of 


18. nors, paſtors and teachers: and the manifeſta- 


another the diuerſitie of tongues: to another 


W x Pe.2.5. hath ordeined liuelie ſtones to be made a ſpi- 


for all the worke to make it, and more than y- 
| | nough, 


| 


—— ae, 
232 


nough ; For ifhauing giftes more or leſſe, ao- 
cording to the diſtribut on of the ſpirit as did i. Cor. 1%, 
the {ormthians, wee ſhall beate the world in 11. 
hand to haue forgotten of whom & for Mhat 
end we haue recemued them, or if we ſhall put 
the candell which thould giue light vato all 47. 5. 5. 
that are in the houſe not on the candel-{trcke; 
but vnder a buſnell, or ſhall hide the Lordes 
talent in the earth as did the vnprofitable fer- ,, 
uanr, wee ſhal with him be chro weu into vᷣtter | 
4 ſhalbe weeping & gnaſhing of 
teeth. The earth which drinketh in the raine | 
that cometh oft vpõit, & bringeth forth heros 
meete for them by whomitis dreſſed, recei- ,,; 5 7 
ueth bleſſing of God: but that which beateth ; 
thornes and briars is reprooued, and is neere Yerſ.8., 
vnto curſing, vhoſe end is to be burned. In re- 
gard wherof, let no man grieue the holy ſpirit 2%, il 
of God, nor quench thole giftes of his which 1 7he.5.11 
are in him: let not the lord when he commeth 
to viſite the fig tree find nothing thereon but Marth. 2 
leaues,lefle he ſtrike it with barennes. Let the? 
Lordes building goe forward, though Sathan 
bend al his ſtrength & policy togither to hin- 
der the ſame. For wee are the ſeruantes of the 
God of heauen and earth, and wee build the 
houſe that was built of old and many yeares a- EN. 5. 
go, which the great king of Iſrael builded and -. | 
founded it. The patterne was left our Zerubba- 
bel for the erecting thereof, not according to 
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man, nor after che wiſedom of man, but accor. 
ding to the word of God reueiled in his word. 
And albeit there are at this day many enimies 
which traiterouſly ſeeke the downefal of this 
heauenly building, as did the aduerſaries of I- 
dah and Beniamin the ſtay of the material Tem- 
pel, yet let Tatnai that captaine beyond the ri- 
uer, and Shethar-Boxnai and their companions 
know and vnderſtand, that we ioie and praiſe 
the Lord with Iſrael, becauſe the Sis EX 
of the houſe ofthe lord is laid: and we ſaie ac- 
cording to that decree of Cyrus for the houſe 
6. of God in Ieruſalem: Be ye far from hẽ ce. Suf- 
fer yee the work of this houſe of God, that the 
captaine and the elders may build this houſe 
of God in his place. And I truſtſ right honora- 
_ yourLordſhip with al the reſt that are 
wiſe in heart, to whom the Lord of lords hat 
giuen the ſpirit of wiſdom and vnderſtanding, 
to know how to work al maner worke for the 
ſeruice of the Sanctuary, will more and more, 
1 euen as many as their hearts encourage, come 
| 98} 561 and bring daily to this work to work it accor- 
Ns. 


% 


ding to all that the Lord hath commaunded. 
1. . Concerning our ſelues, as did Hag gai, Zecha- 
riah and Malachi( which were the prophets of 
God) vnto Zerubbabel and leboſpua,we truſt to 
. yeelde what force and comfort we can to our 

- dread Zerubbabel, choſen to be the erectour of 
the ſpirituall Temple and Church of God, yr * 
a SS. 
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the eſtabliſhing of his worde: to the aduance- 
ment of his glory, and ſaluation ofthe flock ſo 
deerely redeemed with the precious blood of 1 Per. 1. 
Chriſt the great ſheapheard and biſhop of our 19. 
foules. Onely wee beſeech God that al ſuch 9-13. 
impediments may ſoone be remoued & clean , pia; 
taken away which hinder the courſe of this 
building, and menace the ruine therof, & that 
the ſame or like decree maybe made, and that 
wich ſpeed, for the houſe of God in England, 
which was forthe houſe of God in Jeruſalem: Lene. 
that with Exra both paſtor and people may 
thanke the Lord, and ſay: Bleſſed be the Lord Ex . 17. 
God of our fathers, which hath ſo put in the 28. 1 
EKings heart, to beautify the houſe of the Lord | 
, thatis in Ieruſalem, and hath enclined mercie 
toward vs before the king and his counſelers. 1 
That ſame God alſo which hath cauſed his 
holy and bleſſed name to dwel among us, ang 
to be called vpon of vs, deſtroy al kinges and 2G. 12. 
people that put to their hand to alter or to de- 
ſtroy this houſe of God which is in our Jeruſa- Mey 
len:: that peace may dwel in our land,that our, 4 : FM 
garners maie bee full and plenteous with ail 
maner of ſtore, that there bee no leading into 
captiuity, & noc6plaining in our ſtreets. Hap- 

pie are the people that bee in ſuch a caſe; 

yea bleſſed are the people Which haue the 

Lord for their God: who giueth reſt and a- 
bility to build vp the ruines of his houſe : 5 
= an 


. . - : n Sd AE ASE Doe AE e 
WW. n r * „.. ; W oy 4 ** ö ; 1 CY * * „„ 
n RSS n Men SY -.. 4 „ 1 e e J = TI . T4 
2 * + "3 Mars . * * — — L * e Ke © bad , "a 
9 „ 7 
: e P. e or y 


and diſcouereth whatſoeuer' treachery liech 
hid vader the vaile of Hypocriſie, and would 
be ſecret from the face ot him and his church: 
{ Pſal. 127. who buildeth the houſe and keepeth the city: 
| — . who will carrie his ele& and choſen vpon E- 
| — fa ples winges out of all danger, and wil goe be- 
| tore them by day in a pillar ota cloude to lead 
them the way, and by night in a pillat of fire 
to giue them light, that they may goe both 
by day and by night through the wildernefle 

. ofthis world, til they be conducted and fullje 
brought by leſus their true Ioshua into the 
land of Canaan, the land of perfect reſt and e- 
ternall felicitie: which the God of all grace, 

1 1 who hath called vs vnto his eternal glorie by 
leſus Chriſt, graunt yaro your Honour in his 
due time, and to as many as vnfeinedlie loue 
and profeſſe his truth: Amen. From Exeter 


College in Oxford, October 6. 1586. 


— 


Your Loraſhips m Chriſt to 


be commaunded. 


IOHN CHARDON. 


V. 


_ of ej; in n he teſtikpeth hunlelfe 
| to 


IT IS WRITTEN IN THE 
NINTH CHAPTER OF THE 44 


pel according to Saint lohn, the firſt, 
ſecond, and third ee 


1 And as Ieſus paſſed by, he ſaw a man w. hich 
was blind from his birth. 


2 And his diſciples asked him, ſaying: Maiſter, 


 whodid ſinner this man, or his parentes,that 


he was borne blind? 


3 leſus anſweared, Neither hath this man ſin- 


ned, nor his parts, but chat the works of God 
ſhould be ſhewed on him. - 


N this Chapter | Fa- 
Athers and bzethzen be- 
\.{& loued in our Lozd and 
A cſauiour) is deſcribed a 
notable miracle which 
> Chyilt wꝛought vpon 
| (co |, theman that was blind 
SX kröhis mothers womb, 
at Teruſalem, not oy from the gates of the 


Temple, where the halt, the lame and blinde 


were woont on the Sabboth dates to begge 
almes of incommers and outgoers . In delcri⸗ 
bing whereof the Euangeliſt S. John vleth a 
ſingular diligence,fo2 two cauſes. F irſt, becauſe 
it maketh foꝛ the confirmation ofthe foꝛmer do# 


becaule it ſeruethto the ſtopping of the flandes 
rous mouthes ofthe Scribes and Phariſes, ene⸗ 
mies to Chziſt and his truth. Diche miracle 
Jam not now to ſpeake, but of the Exordium 


oz entraunce vnto the ſame: in which J finde 


thxzee thinges to bee conteined. The lirſt is, an 
introduction to a queſtion , The ſecond is, the 
queſtion of the Diſciples vnto Chꝛiſt: And 
the third is, the ant were of Chꝛiſt to the ſame. 
The introduction conteined in theſe woozdes: 


And as Ieſus paſſed by, he ſawe a man which 


was blind from his birth. The queſtion in theſe 
woozdes 3 Maſter, who did ſinne, this man, 
or his Parentes, that hee was borne blinde? 
The aunſwere in theſe woozdes : Neither 
bath this man finned , nor his Parents, but 


that the woorkes of God ſhould bee ſhewed 
on him. 

_ For the firk, Saint John ſaieth : And as 
leſus paſſed by(yeelding fa; a time to the fu⸗ 
rie of the Jewes that would haue ſtoned him 
to death) hee ſawe a man which was blinde 
from his birth: whom hee beheld as one tous 
ched with ſingular pittie and compaſſion, 
which thing gaue an occaſion to the Diſciples to 
put Chꝛiſt à queſtion, as anon ye ſhal heare. 
Pꝛeſentlie heereof wee haue this to learne: 
that God neuer deſpiſeth noꝛ ouer · paſſeth thoſe 
* are his, but viliteth and n them 

with 


—— — 
uns. r2, to bee the light ol the wozlde , And lerondarilie, 


with the cheerefull eies of his mercie , euen 
then when they leeme alreadie (as it wert) to 
bee deſpiſed and. abhozred . So hee ſaw and 
called Abraham fromthe Jdoloters, and the 
Iſraelites frem the ſuperſtitions of Egypt, 
and the abiect and deſpiſed of the wozlde hee 
called to the Apoſtleſhippe, they thinking on 1 
no ſuch matter , Foz Simon avd Andrew Mar. 4.18 
were caſting a net into the Sea to take fiſhes; **+ 
and Iames and Iohn were mending their nete: ; 
and Maithew when Chyiſt paſſed fooꝛth and Marr. 9. . 
ſawe him, was ſitting at the receitofcuſtome. 1 
And in his perambulation and circuite thzcugh- 4 
out the cities and townes of Iudæa, as ſoone Matt. 9. z6 1 
as hee ſawe the multitude ( without anie mo⸗ 
tion oz ſpeech of theirs) hee had compaſſion 
| on them, becauſe they were diſperſed and ſcat⸗ 
tered abꝛoade, as ſheepe that had not a ſheep⸗ 
heard. In like maner, when men are in grea⸗ 
teſt daunger , and nowe readie to bee dꝛen⸗ 
thed and \wallowed vp of the ſame, and when 
it lecmeth vnto them that God hath quite gi⸗ 
ten them ouer and fozlaken them, euen then 
is he at hand and readie to helpe. Foꝛ example: 1 
The lſraelites after their departure out of E- Rxod. 15. 
gypt, had on either ſide thẽ huge rockes a moun⸗ | 
| -raines, befoze them the Sea, behind them moſt 
truel enemies, that now there was no way left 
to the iudgement of man fv2 them to eſcape. 


Die lee pet: when daungers were n , the 
oꝛd 


— 
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L.o2d paſſed by, who law their diſtreſſe, and his 
hand was moſt ready to ſuccour. In the ſecond | 
of Rings and fourth Chapter, the pooz widowe 
complainethto the pzophet EI b in this maner- 
x King.4.r Thy ſeruaunt my husband is deade, and thou 
knoweſt that thy leruant did feare the loꝛd: and 
the creditour is come to take my two ſonnes to 
bee his bondmen. As if ſhee ſhould haue ſaid: my 
husband (whom God hath called away) fell 
into dette, but not ( as many doe) by wicked 
and licentious liuing, but by the hande of 
God: and now is the creditour come to take 
my two ſonnes, the onely comfozt that J haue, 
to bee bondmen, becauſe J am pooze and not 
able topaie Then {aide Eliſha vnto her, what 
ſhal J doe foꝛ thee : Tel mee, what haſt thou at 
home : And ſhee ſaid, thine handmaid hath no- * | 
thing at home laue a pitcher of oyle. Thus God 
ſuffereth his many times to bee bzought toexr- | 
treme neceſſity; betoꝛe he ſuccour them, that 
inthe ende (when they feele themſelues to bee 
releeued) they may bee the moze occaſioned to 
xlozify and pꝛaiſe his mercte fox the lame. 
are 8.24 The Euangeliſt Matthew wziteth, that when 
the ſhippe was couered with waues, and the 
Diſciples in danger of dzowning, Chzift was 
alleepe, as though hee hadde no care at all of 
the lafegard of his Diſciples . And elſwhere, 
when they were inthe lyke daunger, he made 
as though hee would haue paſſed by _ 
ut 


1 


but therewithall- hee —_ A meſent help, Mar. 6.48, 
cauſing the winde to ceaſe, and rebuking the 
Sea, that there followed a great calme. So 
againe, it ſeemed that Chziſt hadde but litle 
care of Lazarus that was ſicke and readie to 
die, becauſe that after hee heard of it, hee made | 
no haſt to goe ſee him, but abode ſtill two dayes tohkra 1,6, YN 
in the lame place where hee was, Neuerthe- N 
leſſe after that he had bin dead four dayes q was 
buried, and now to their ſeeming no hope of re⸗ 
couerie, hee called him friend, and miraculouſ⸗ 
ly reſtoꝛed him vnto life againe. All which are 
waitten foꝛ our conſolat ion and comfozt, that 
wee thinke not our ſelues fooꝛthwith to be foz- 
ſaken of Sod, though by reaſon of the miſeries 
and daungers in which wee are, hee ſeeme to 
koꝛzſake vs. Fo when the ſhippe is molt in dan⸗ 
ger ol dzonning, and when wee are moſt treu 
bled in rowing thꝛough the dangerous rockes 

of this wozlde, euen then doth the Lozd looke 
vpon vs, and vuwitting vnto vs, noth ſet vs 
a lande, thꝛough the blaſt of his mercie, to te 
hauen and poꝛt that we doe deſire. Do did hee 
deale with his pecple the Iſraclites, as it is in 
the third of Exodus . where it is wꝛitten in this Exz. Te 
maner: J haue ſurely ſcene the trouble of my 
people which are in Egypt, and haue heard their 

cry, and am come downe to deliner them out of 

the hand of the Egyprians into a good land and 

a large, into a land that floweth with wilke any 
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* Hereto belogerh that which the loꝛd ſaith 


by the pꝛophet Eſay, ſpeaking of the vocation 


' Faith, The Loꝛd is neere vnto al them that cal 


of che Gentiles q reiection of the Iewes: F was 


found of them that ſought mee not: and J ſaid, 


Behold me, behold me, to a nation that called 


not vpon mp name. And afterward, entreating 
ok the comfoꝛt and conſolation which the elect 
ſhal haue, he ſaith: Antequam clament ego exau- 
dam, and ſo foozth:Befoze they tall, I will aun⸗ 
lwere,# whiles they ſpeake, J wil heare. A thing 
mightily to confirme vs in faith, as often as we 
haue neede to appeale fo} \uccour to the thzone 


of his grace. Fo2if God be woont to pꝛeuent 


with his mercy and goodnes the blind from the 
mochers womb, the halt and lame, and ſuch like 
wzetcched ones of che wozlde, ik hee bee found of 


ſelke vnto thole that called not vpon his name, # 
wil auſwere befoze they call, and wil heare bes 
koꝛe they ſpeakeſ as it is in the Pꝛophet Eſay) 
what wil he not doe, ik wich the eies ol kaich wee 
behold him, r ſeeke f92 help at his hande : Dauid 


bpon him, to all that call vpon him in trueth. Jf 
God doe deferre and withdꝛaw his helpe longer 
then we would, let vs not be diſmated therefoze, 
fo hee doth it to ſome good end, euen to try our 


kaith, to pꝛoue our patience, to excite and ſtir vs 


vp with feruent deſire to tall and to crane foz 


h at his hand, Ye bzought not the Iſraclires | 


Munde 


them that ſought him not, e doth manifeſt him⸗ 


Is Orford. 


ſtreight waie into the lande of pꝛomile, but led 
them vp and down, to and fro in the wilderneſle 
yy the ſpace of faurty peares, holding them in 
continual obedience , and teaching them to foz- 
ſake the woꝛld, and wholp and ſolp to depend vp- 
on him, And ſuch as were patient and ſkated the 
Lo2ds leaſure , and beleeued, were ſaued:and as 
many as would enter into the land contrary ta 
Sods wil, were flaine, as it is inthe fourteenth Num. 14. 
ol Nombers. S. Iames therefoze(to lead vs to the 7. 
ſuffering of aduerſity with patience) willeth vs _ - 
to take the Pꝛophets tc ſeruantes of God foꝛ an 1am. 5.10. 
| enſample,which fainted not euen when afflictio 
was moſt feruent , but waited foz the good lea⸗ 
ſure of God, as the husbandman waiteth fo2 the Iam. 5.7. 
pꝛecious fruit of the earth, c hath long patience 
tloꝛ it, vntil he receiue the foꝛmer and later raine, 
And by the holy Ghoſt, in the twelfth to the He- 
brewes, wee are earneſtly erhozted, in the race 
| | thatisſet befozevs,torunwithpatience , Iook- Heb. 12.x, JF 
ing vnto Telus the authoz and finiſher of our 
faith , who fo2 the tote that was ſet befo2e him, 
endured the croſle and deſpiſed the ſhame, and is 
ſet at the right had ofthe thꝛone of God. Wikere- 
| foe, as wellinregardhereof, as alſo in reſpect 
of the truth of the Loꝛds promiſe, ſap with Da- 
uid: I wil lie me downe and ſleepe and rile vp a⸗ Plal3.e. 
gain: fo2 the Loꝛd ſuſtaineth me. 95 
Another thing heere to bee obſerued is this: 
that Jeſus was not requeſted by the blind man 


o 
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| Iam. 2.5. 


ui peta a Liſte God our father in the day of the viſitation, 


02 by any other to doe fo2 him, and pet as he paſs 
ſed from the temple by him, he ſaw him: that is, 
he beheld him moſt ardently, as willing c read 
to doe him good: hercby learning vs what wee 
ought to doe, when, and as oftcn as wee palle by 
our poo? and afflicted bzethzen . Chʒiſt will not 
haue the leaſt ok his to bee deſpiſed, they are as 
deerly ranſomed and redeemed as the richeſt of 
the wozld, and therekoze he maketh as great ac - 
compt of the one, as ofthe other. Saint James 
waiteth that God hath cholen the pooze of this 
. wo2ld,that they ſhould be rich in faith heirsof . | 
the kingdom which he hath pꝛomiled to the that 
loue him. Seeing the God doth ſo highly eſteem 
them, we may not contemne them: loz if we doe, 
our ſinnes will be enlarged, c our ſozowes (all 
be the greater. Uiherefoze in regard of cur ſal⸗ 
tation, aficr the example ofChyiſt our maiſter 
(as often as we paſſe by our bꝛethꝛen, c ſee them 
any maner of wap to bee puniſhed and afflicted) | 
let vs behold them with the eies of compaſſion, 
that they which ſpeak euil of vs as ofenildoers, 
may by our good wozks which they ſhal lee, glo⸗ 


And in that that Chꝛiſt heere diſpoſeth him» 
ſelfe ſo willingly tothe helping of this man, not 
requeſted thereto either ok him oz ok any other, it 
commendeth vnto vs the great clemency and 
readines ot Chailt to helpe the afflicted, and it 
teacheth vs allo, that we ought not ſtaggeringly 
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and doubtfully to deſire the Lozdes helpe , in as 
much as he ts ſo readily pꝛepared thercunts , as 
| thathe wilanſwere befoze we cal, and wil heare 
| befoze we ſpeak. Foz this blinde man, albeit he 
had heard ſome thing of the miracles of Chziſt, 
pet he did not vnderſtand that Chziſt was ſo nie 
him, oz that hee did lo earneſtly looke vpon him. 
Dis parentes durſt not to promote his caule, fox 
they feared the Ie wes: & the Diſciples pꝛopoſe 
curious queſtions. And pet Chꝛiſt notwithftan- 
ding all theſe ( who muſt wozke the wozkesof 
the Father whiles it is dap) ot his own good wil 
frameth himlelfe to the benefite of the blinde 
man. Which thing pꝛoueth vnto vs allo, that 
this clemencie pꝛoceeded not of merit, but of the 
only free mercie c goodnes of God, who thzough 
mercte ſaw vs oz euer wee were; and ſeeing vs, 
had compaſſion vpon vs, and appointed his ſonne 
Cdhꝛiſt to be vnto vs a ſatttour and a redeemer, in 
whom hee choſe and elected vs oz euer the foun- Pph. .. 
daciõs of che wozld were laid, Foz what wozks 
could we wozk woozthp of the fauour of God, o2 
euer wee were: Let vs but once looke into the 
ſtoꝛy of the woꝛld, and we ſhall ſee the purpoſe of 
eternal ſaluat ion to be reuealed c made knowen 
not ol merite but of grace vnto thoſe whom God 
would vonchſafe to make the firſt partakers of 
the lame. Foꝛ what didour fir parents deſerue, 
when hauing tranſgreſled the commaundement 
of God, and * of the velkure ol innocẽcie, 
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they ſewed figge tree leaues togither, and made 


the bꝛeeches to couer their nakednes, trembled 
at the voice ofche Lozd, hid themſelues among 


the trees, and wiſhed that the ground might o⸗ 


pen, and {wallow them vp aliue: Mot withſtan⸗ 
ding, when they were fleeing away, hee called 
them backe and comfo2tev them, and in the mid⸗ 


deſt of deſpeire, pꝛomiled to giue them the ſeede 


ofthe woman, by which the power ofthe ſerpent 
ſhould be ſpoiled, c mankind redeemed, That 
did Abraham deſerue, whom God called from 


the Jdolaters to renewe with him the couenant 


c pꝛomiſe of the Meſſias and Sauiour to come: 
Oz how could the Iſraelites merit and deſerue 


the pꝛomiſes of God made vnto their fathers , k 


of whom Chult came accoꝛding to the fleſh, to 


bee confirmed toward them, which a long time 
had imbzaced the maners and ſuperſtitions of 
Egypt, and which (after their deliuerance) with 


continual murmurings had pꝛouoked the wzath 


of the highelt: Moſes the ſeruant of God frend 
to the childꝛen of Iſrael, doth many times very 
diligently late befo2e their cies the free choile 
and election of God. F oꝛ at what time Gov diui⸗ 


ded the Nations t ſeuered the ſons of Adam, his 


pdtid was the people of Iſrael, the Caffe c coard 
ok his inheritaunce. The ſeparation was appa⸗ 
raunt and befoze the eies ot all men, and in the 


perſonof Abraham as in ade ſtocke, one nati⸗ 
on is peculiarlie choſen, all other being refuſed. 


* 
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Thercaſon appeareth not, ſauing that Moſes 
to wipe away all occaſton of glozping from po- 
ſteritie, teacheth that they excel onely by the free 
loue of God, as in the4 of Deu. Becauſe he loued 


ſet his loue vpon you, noꝛ chole vou, becauſe pee 
were mo in nitber thẽ any people. foꝛ pe were the 


fe welt of all people: but becaule the Loꝛd loued 


you, and becauſe he would keepe the oth which 
he had ſwozne vnto pour Fathers, the Lozd hath 
bought port out by a mightie hand. 


But what can there beemoze plainly ſpoken to 


this purpoſe, then that ofthe Apoitle in the ele⸗ 


uenth to the Romanes: Gadhathnot calf awate g,,, . 


his people which he knew befoze. And again: At 


this pꝛelent time is there a remnant though the Verl. s. 
election ol grace. And ik it bee ok grace, it is no 


mote of wozks:o2 els were grace no moꝛe grace. 
And in the firſt to the Epheſians: He hath choſen 


vs befoze the foundation of the wozld,accopding Er * "M | 


to the goodpleaſure of his wil. There he ſetterh 
downe the good pleaſure of God againſt all our 


deſeruinges what ſoeuer they bee. Of which free 
election of ours, the pꝛincipall ende and whole 


ſumme tendeth to this marke, that we ſhould be 
to the pꝛaiſe ofthe grace ot God, But the grace 
of God deſerueth not alone to be praiſed in our e⸗ 
lection, vnleſle our election bee free, But free it 


canot be, ik God in electing his, do conſider what 
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thy fathers, therefoze hee choſe their [cede after Diced | 


them. And in the 7, chapter: The Lozddidnot Deur. 77 
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ſhal bee the woꝛkes of euery one. Therefo ze wee 
find that which Chyilt ſaide to the Dilciples in 
the likteenth of lohn to haue place vniuerſally a⸗ 
mongſt al the faithtul- Non vos me elegi/trs, ſed ego 
vos clegi: e haue not cholen me, but J haue cho⸗ 


ſen pou. here he not onely excludeth al deſer⸗ 


uings paſt , but alſo ſigniſieth that they had no⸗ 
thing inthemſclues why they ſhould be choſen, 
ik he had not pꝛeuented them with the grreatneſle 
of his mercy. Foz if wee conſider the Diſciples 
and Apoſtles themſelues, with the maner and 
oꝛder ek their calling, wee ſhal bee fo2ced to con⸗ 
feſſe that they had neuer attained to that mcſt 
excellent function and calling, vnlelle God had 
called them of his grace, and had dꝛawen them 
therto by the fozcible woꝛking ok his ſpirit, No- 
table and fic foz this purpoſe is the example 
which the Apoſtle bzingeth of Iacob # Eſau in 
the ninth to the Romans, intreating there of the 
election and repꝛobat ion of God . Yer the chil: 
d2en(ſaithhee) were bozne , and when they had 
done neither good noz euill, it was laid to Re- 
becca: The elder ſhal ſerue the ponger, as it is 
wzitten, [aceb dilexi, Eſau verò odio habui, I haue 
loued Iacob, and haue hat ed Eſau , Behold, Ia- 
cob and Eſau, both the ſonnes of one man, and 
both togither incloſed in the mothers womb, 
and not yet bꝛought into the woꝛlde, andyetof 
them the iudgement of God is dinerſe, fo2 ſateth 
pee: J haue loued Iacob, and haue hated _ 
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The ozigene and cauſe whereof the teachers ol 

foꝛeknowledge wil haue to be the vertues which 

God fozefaw ſhould be in Jacob, and the vices 

which he fozelawe would be in Eſau „But then . 

what doth Paul ſap % Cum nondum nati fuiſſent, Rog. rl. 

aut aliquid boni egiſent aut mali dictum eſt ei, 

AMiior ſerniet minori, and ſo foozth: : When 

they were yer vnbozne, 4 had done neither good 

na2 euil, it was laid vnto her, the elder ſhal ferns” 

the yoger:that the purpoſe of God mightremain 

according to election, not by woozks, but by him 

that calleth. So the we haue it cleer by y wozds 

of the Apoſtle, that the Caluation of the faithfulis 

not foitved vpon wozks,but vpon the wil of the 

onely Election & calling of god. But if any reſt 

ſo ſcrupulous to know the cauſe of the election 

of the one, and reiection ofthe other, the Apoſtle Exod. 33. 
anlweareth: Becauſe it is ſaid to Moſes: I wil 79+ | 

haue mercie,to whom I wil ſhew mercie: and 

I will haue compaſſion, on whom I wil haue 

compaſſion, And in another place : who hath Eph.t 1.3. 

predeſtinate vs to bee adopted avi 6 Ieſus 

Chriſt vnto himſelfe, according to the good 

pleaſure of his wil. By which lapinges it doth 

molt plainly appeare, that men haue in them- 

ſelues no cauſe why hee ſhould doe good vuto | 

them, but ketcheth the ſame from his owne free 

mercie and wil, and therefoze that the ſaluation 

of his is his own woozk.Uheretoze to conclude 

this point: let them giue ouer to boaſt oftheir 
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owne righteouſnes, & to tranſter that low to 
the woꝛthines of their own wozks, which alone 
is due to the grace of God fo Chriltes ſake, 
+ Farther pet, the Euangeliſt S.I ohn giueth vs 
to vnderſtand, that this man whom le ſus ſawe) 
was not onely blinde from his birch, but alſo 
conſtreined to liue by the begging ok his byead ' 
here and there, as hee could get it. So that in 
the realon and iudgement ok man he was not on⸗ 
Ip miſcrable and vnhappy in that hee was a begs 
ger, but alſo milerable and vnhappy in that hee | 
was blind. Foz as they who haue their ſight are ( 
welnie neceſlarie and p2ofitable fo; all maner 
ok actions, ſo they who are void and deſtitute ol 
the ſame, are fo euexy kind ok actiõ (foꝛ the moſt 
part) very vnlit . And albeit this defect oftheirs 
4 bee ſometime recompenced with the wonderful | 
derterity and ſharpues of wit, notwithſtanding | 
they want that moſt ſweet g happy pleaſure, m 
which the childꝛen of God are wont to partici⸗ 
patethe beholding of the wonderful woozkes of 
God and contemplacion ofhis creatures , They 
haue not that complete and perfect pleafure of 
perfect friendſhip , ſith whom they lone they doe 
not ſee: and ſfill doe they neede the ſeruice and 
. ſuccour ot others to be gouerned and guyded too 
1 and fro, hither, and thither, to auoide thoſe pe⸗ 
WM rilles and daungers, which otherwiſe ealilie 
ſthꝛough the want of ſeeing)they map fall into, 
| Now if beggery bee added hereunto , ſcant any 


thing 
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thing in the woꝛld then blindnes, may leeme to 
be moꝛe miſerable. But ſuch one by the witnes 
of the Euangeliſt) was this man, of whom hi⸗ 
therto it is ſpoken : A man blinde from his nati⸗ 
uitie and a beggar. In whole perſon it is giuen 
vs to conſider, what is the ſtate and condition 
of all mankind, as touching the ſoule , And luch 
is the collection of S. Auguſtine in his 44 tract 
vpon this Euangeliſt S. John: which becauſe it Aug. tract. 
is cited of good and Sodlie expoſicers of our n 592%» | 
times, J truſt J may be the bolder co ſet down 

the ſame : His wooꝛdes are theſe : Genus huma- 

num eſt ille cæcus, The blinde man is mankinde, 

As who ſhould ſaie, the blind man is a figure of 
mankind, Foz as this man was blinde from the 
wombe of his mother, ſo wee in reſpect ok our 

owne nature and firſt natiuitp are not onelp 
blinde, but blindnes it ſelfe , ignozant of God 

and godlineſſe, and of all good thinges. 

The oziginal cauſe whereol S. Auguſtine as 

gaine noteth to be this, in theſe woꝛds: Hec ce- 

citas contigit in prumo homine per peccatum, de quo Ibidem. 
omnes originem duximus, non ſolum mortis, ſed 

etiam iniquitatis. This blindneſſe chaunced on 

the firſt man thꝛough lin, of whom we al tooke 
beginning not onely ofdeath , but alſocfſinne, 
Fox becauſe Adam (thꝛough ſinne) fel from his 
dignitie and wo2thineſle, hee did alſo loſe that 
moſt excellent light of vnderſtãding which God 
at the beginning had giuen him, God * 
ce 
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Nice puniſhing him in it, that hee who by vnlaw⸗ 
ful means had coueted the knowledge of good & 
euill, ſhould thencekooꝛth diſcerne neither good 
noz euil in ſuch maner and meaſure as he ought 
to doe. And becauſe Adam vegate childꝛen like 
vnto himſelfe, therefoze as was his, ſuch and the | 
very ſame is the condicion of all his poſteritie, 
And heereol it is, that hee which is guided and 
| rulednootherwiſe then naturally by the natu⸗ 
Cor. 2. rall light of reaſon , can not acquaint himlſelfe 
* with the things of the ſpirit of God, noz can en⸗ 
deuoz to attaine to the knowledge of heauenly 
things, and of Ieruſalem which is aboue . Foz 
albeit the ſtrooke and cunning of mans wit be | 
wonderful in thinges belonging tothe wozlde 
and the fleſh, yet in diuine and heauenly things 
mankinde ts vninerſallp blinde and blockiſh, 
and the moze that he aboundeth in wozlvly po⸗ 
licie, the moꝛe hee coꝛrupteth with his deuiled 
holines the woꝛſhip ofthe true God, when hee 
beginneth to eſtabliſh oz ſet vp anie thing by 
the counſel of his owne bꝛaine. An euident ex: 
ample whereof Paul in his Epiſtle to the Ra- 
manes pꝛopoſeth in the Gentiles , who( when 
5 as in the wiſedome of the fleſh they learched 
Ro. x. zt · out the myſteries of God) became vaine tn their 
imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was ful 
ol darcknes, Then they p2ofeſſed themlelues 
to be wile,they became fooles, Foz they turned 
the gloꝛy ofthe incozruptible God to * | 
- f ; tude 
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litude of the image ofa coꝛruptible man, and of 
birds, and of fourefooted beaſts, and of creeping 
things. And that which happened to the Gen- 
tiles, happened to the Ie wes, as (cone as they 
fel from the rule of trueth, which is the woozve 
of God. And not only to them, but to the Chri- 
ſtians: after that, and as ſoone as they learned 
to deriue religion from the fountaine ok their 
owne wits , Yea, and how great oz rather pal⸗ 
poable the blindnes is of many thouſandes af 
| theſedaies in the ſmaleſt pointes of Catholicke 
and Chriftian religion, ſith experience it lelfe 
doeth ſpeake, J neede not to declare. And not 
only hath blindneſle this way poſſeſled vs, but 
alſo beggerie, nakednes, and the want and pe⸗ 
nurie of all comfot. Fo2 ſo bare are wee, and 
ſo voide of al power, that wee cannot helpe our 
ſelues, noz ot our ſelues thinke oꝛ imagine any - | | 
thing that good is, as of our ſelues: fo2 our ſuf z.Cor.3.5 Y 
ficiencie is of God. He it is that wozkethin vs 19 
both the will and the deeve, euen of his goed phil. 13. 
pleaſure, Sith then our Kate and condicion is "12 
ſuch, needes muft we periſh were there no bet- 
ter comfozt to bee dꝛawen from another then 
from our ſelues. The refuge then that we haue 
fo2 the one and fo2 the other is and muſt be vn⸗ John. 1.46. 
to Chriſt the true light whieh lighteth euerie | 
one that commeth into the wo2id , which remo⸗ 
ueth and putteth awaie the b{lindneſſe of the 
mind thzouchthe regencratioof his holy * 
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by which wee attaine to light , to the light that 
is in him, to trueth and righteouſnes, euen to 
fellowſhip with God himlelfe , (as Iohn ſpea- 
Llo.15. keth)who is light, and in whom is no darkneſſe 
at al. And ſo much fox the Introduction to the 
queſtion, and what J thought meetelt to bee 
obferuedout ofthe ſame. 1 
And nowe to the queſtion it ſelfe,which the 
The que · Diſciples pꝛopoſe vnto Chailt. Maiſter, who 


ſtion o : "Pats | / As 
the Diſci- did ſinne, this man, or his Parentes, that hee 


ples vnto Was borne blind? As if they ſhoulde haue ſaid: 


Chriſt, Was it his owne ſinne, oz the ſinne ok his Pas: 
kxrentes that cauſed him this calamitie : The 
Diſciples calling to minde, what Chꝛiſt had 
john. f. A4. aid befoze to the ſicke of the palſie. go, and ſinne 
no mote, leaſt a wozſe thing happen vnto thee, 
ſtreight way gathered hereof, that al ſickneſles 
and calamities whatſoeuer,pzoceeeded of ſinne. 
And albeit the Diſciples wereled and induced 
hereunto partly thzough the opinion ofthe peo- 
ple, and partly thzough the coꝛrupt vnderſtan⸗ 
ding ok the law ok god, and partlie thzoughouers 
much curiolitie to knowe the cauſes of afflicrt- 
ons, al which ( euen death itſelf) the ſcriptures 
affirme to take their ozigene and pꝛoceeding 
ok ſinne, pet what they mate determine of the 
blindnes of this man, and whereto oz to whom 
they maie impute the cauſe thereof, they cannot 
tel. But fozaſmuch as diſeaſes are ſent by rea⸗ 


ſonof ſinne, they couet to learne of Chziſt fo: 


whole 
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whoſe fin God would that this man ſhould bee 
bozne blind. They thought that it was not long 
of himſelfe, becauſe that befoze hee was bozne, 
he could not ſinne , And they thought it vniult 
that hee ſhould be lo puniſhed fox the ſinne of his 
Parentes, becauſe it is wzitten , that the ſonne 4 
ſhall not beare the iniquitie of the father , Aud Ez. 18.20. 
therefoze are they boldened to put this queſti- 
on vnto Chꝛiſt: Maiſter, who did ſinne, this 
man, or his Parentes, that he was born blind? 
An example ok ſuperfluous curioſit ie in the Dil⸗ 
ciples , not altogether vnpzactiſed at theſe 
daies, moze conuenient to be left than followed. 
Fo? what was it fo; the Diſciples to be inqui⸗ 
ſitiue of ſuch ſinnes as were ſecret and vn⸗ 
knowen: That did it appertaine vnto them to 
know the ſinne ofanother man: Was it fo2 the 
clay to reaſon with the potter: Tas it fo2 duſt d 
c aſhes to plead with God? Why did they not 
looke into their own tranſgreſſions, thereby ta 
learn what was to bee refozmed in themſelnes : 
why did they not rather pittie the blind man, x 
deſire their maſter Chꝛiſt to help him: Surelp, 
ika man bee puniſhed of God fox his offences, it 
ſhall be our dutie to help him, and not curiouſly 
to look into the maner ot᷑ his life. And ſuchis the 4 
will of God as wee mate reade in the ſirteenth 
of Eſaie, where hee ſheweth what Moab ſhould Flas. 
haue done, when Iſrael was in affliction . And 
| therefore, ſith it is our dutie to luccour ; afs 
. icted 
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flicted, we ought not in ſteede thereokto bee vn⸗ 
dercreepers , lerchers and outleekers of their 
life, and cauſes of their alfliction. But ſo it come 


meth to pally (though ſuch kind of curious cu⸗ 


riolitie ) that when wee haue a ſpecialt regard 


to other mens caults, wee doe commonly fozget 


our owne. Ul: can ſee the mote that is in our 


bzothers eie, but cannot perceaue the beame 


that is in our owne eie. Foz when as (like vnto 
hawkes ) wee can pꝛie and beholde other mens 
faultes, and not onelie leuerelie but allo tragi⸗ 
callie can ampliſie and depaint the lame, wee 
caſt our own faultes behind vs, & we lee not the 
wallet that hangeth behind the backe. Heereof 
alſo it falleth out, that as ſoone as wee lee ante 


ok our bꝛethꝛen greeuoullie to bee afflicted ante 


Iob. 2. 11. 
Luc. 13. 1. 


Verſ.s. 


maner of waie, foo2thwith wee fall into that 


outrage of iudgement, that wee vtterlie con- 


demne them. So when they ſaw how Job was 
viſited , they conceaued an euil opinion of him: 


iudging him to bee but an hipocrite , and iuſtlie 
plagued of God fo? his ſinnes. So the lewes 
ſuppoſed thoſe Galileans, whoſe blood Pilate 
had mingled with thetr owne ſacrifices, to bee 
greater ſinners then all the other Galileans, 


And ſo they iudged thoſe (on whom the tower 


in Siloam kel and ſlue them) to be ſinners aboue 
al men that dwelt in Ieruſalem . So the Bar- 
barians , a3 ſoon? as they ſaw the viper to hang 


vpan Paules hand, ſcant yet deliuered krom the 
danger 
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darger of ſhipwꝛacke, ſaid among themſelues: AR. 28.4. 
ſurely this man is a murtherer, whom, though 
hee bath eſcaped the Sea, pet vengeance hath 
not ſuffered to liue. Behold the peruerle iudge⸗ 
ment ot men, how readie they are totudge and 
condemne thoſe as moſt wicked and abomina⸗ 
ble, whom they ſee anie maner of way to eate of 
the bzead of trouble, oz to dzinke of the cup of 
affliction. 
And not contented herewith, albeit they canot 
iuſtly accuſe them of any fault, yet becauſe they 
| are afflicted, they holde it matter ſuffictent to 
| accompt them fox repꝛobates and caſtawaies, 
deſpatring in maner altogither of their ſalua⸗ 
tion. Foz Paul was no ſooner in bondes ar 
Rome, but ſtraight way the Epheſians (though 
the ſuggeſtion of falſe Apoſtles, which fought 
to ouerthzow their faith) gathered thereof, 
- that he was none of Gods ſeruantes ,but either 
{ome falſe guide, oz repꝛobate and caſfaway, 
foꝛ they ſeemed thus to reaſon with themſelues; 
It Paul were the meſſenger and ſeruant of Gov, 
if he did pꝛeach the Goſpel truely, oꝛ if he were 
ſuch a one as God fauoured, theſe bondes could 
neuer fall vpon him: and therefoze theſe his 
bondes and troubles are an euident p2oofe vnto 
vs, that God hath fozſaken him, and that hee 
hath taken in hand a wꝛong cauſe. \ 
| "Theſebe the arguments © reaſous which car: 
| nalmen(thzoughthe light of affliction) vo make 
againſt 


. A fermonprenched 

again the childzen of God: eſpecially againſt 
thole whom couertly they hate, lo to quench the 
rage ok their minde vnder the colour and cloke ol 
the iuſtice of God. 

But it ſo be the like meaſure of calamitie and 
alfliction grow to them ſelues 62 their frendes, 
they vie not the like ſeuerity and ſharpnes of 
iudgement: but either impute the ſame vnto 
Fortune, o; elſe frame vp diſputations touching 
the iudgemẽt of Sod, by which both his tulkice d 
goodnes are called in doubt. Thich albeit they 
count light, of no moment, and ſcant woozth the 
noting ; yet il che matter bee peaſed in the bal⸗ 
- launce oftruth,it hal bee manifeſt and certeine, 
that they violate the bond of vnitie which thep 
ſhould maintaine: that they doe no litle iniurp 
to God, whoſe iudgements thep ought to re⸗ 
uerence: that they are pꝛocurers of greateſt 
miſchieles to themſelues, whiles they depziue 
themſelues cf that beneſite, which vnto them 
(thzough other mens harmes) might abound, 
would they but with Chꝛiſtian lobzietie marke 
and conſider the iuſtice ok Cod. Therefoze 
that wee may not violate the bound of vnitie 
which wee ought to keepe, noz become iniu⸗ 
rious vnto God whom wee ought to feare, no2 
labour our owne deſtruction which wee ought 
to ſhunne: Let vs not raſhlie determine of ſuch 
oz the like thinges appꝛepꝛiate and belonging 


to his diuine maieſty, but rather ( as we are er⸗ 
horten 


"By: Oxford. 


hoꝛted by the Apoftle ) let vs wozke out our Phil. 2. 1 
ownſaluation with trembling and teare, Let vs 
look into our own conſciences, and into our own 
thoughtes : Let vs mark our owne ſteppes, and 
conſider our owne waies : leaſt whiles wee 
iudge them that doe ſuch thinges , and doe the 
Came our ſelues, we become inercuſeable, and 
incurre the indgement of God befoze whom 
one day we ſhal al appeare, to gine account of 
our lelues vnto him. Fo2 as truly as the Loꝛd : 14 
liueth, euery knee ſhall bowe vnto him, and all Ro. 14.11, 
tongues ſhal confelle vnto him, Let vs not then Vers. 
tudge one another any moze.Let our iudgement 
be rather in this, that no man put an occaſton to 
kal, oz a ſtumbling blocke befoze his bꝛothers 
eies. Judge nothing befoꝛe the time, vntil the | 
Lord come, who will lighten thinges that are * Cor. 4.5. 
hid in darcknes, and make the counſels ok the 
harts manifeſt, and then ſhal euerie man haue 
pꝛaiſe of God. And as our ſauiour laieth: Judge 
not, and pe ſhal not be iudged. TUhtch erhozta- 
tion of Chziſt tendeth to this end and purpoſe, 
namely,that wee ſhould not be too deſirous, too 
curious, and malitious in iudging our neighs 
bours , Foz if wee bee raſh and temerous 
iudgers of them, they ſhal become raſh and tes 
merous iudgers of vs. Foz ſo it is euen oꝛdei⸗ 
ned and appointed of God, that as wee bee vn⸗ 
toothers, ſo ſhal they be vnto vs againe. And as 
Gt is in the thꝛee and r of Eſaie: hen thou 
E ſhalt 


Ro. 2 


Rom. 4. 
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Elz z.. ſhalt leaue deffroping , thou thy ſelfe ſhalt bee 
| lob.4.8. deſtroied. And tu the fourth of lob: They that 
low iniquitie, and ſeto wickednes, ſhal reap 
Gal. . 2. the lame: foꝛ as wee ſowe, ſo ſhall wee reape. 
This one thing then let vs be wel allured of, 
that there is none ſo cuil, but that there ſhal 
ſ be another as euil as he: that there is none ſo 
| readie to defame, but another ſhal be as readie 
[ to defame him againe: that there is none ſo 
rcadie raſhlp to itudge, but another as raſh as 
he ſhal be rcadie to iudge him againe, which 
fo2 certeine is the iuſt iudgement of God. But 
admit that thoſe raſh iudgers ok their bzethzen 
al eſcape the puniſhmec of men in this wozld, 
yet vndoubtedly they (hal not eſcape the indge- 
ment el Sod: loz as it is wzitten, Qo indicio 
Platt. 7. 2. ##dicatis iudicabimini: IAith what iudgement pe 
iudge, ve ſhalbe iudged: And with what meaſure 
ve mete, with the ſame ſhal it be meaſured to ou 
againr. And thus bꝛiefly ok the queſtion. 
The aun- It reſteth now that J lpeake of the Aun- 
fwereof {were which Chziſt giueth to the ſame, which 
Chriſt to conſiſteth of two partes: of a Negation, and of 


the quc- à Reſolution. The Negation conteineth an 
ſt.on © 


the Diſci aunſwcre tothe queſtion , when he ſaith: Nei- 

| ples. ther hath this man ſinned, nor his Parentes. 
The Reſolution yecldeth the cauſe wherefo2e 

he was bozne blind, when he ſaith : Yr manife- 

ftentur opera Dei inillb, That the woorkes of 

God ſhould be ſhewed on him. Which foz- : | 

mer 


* 
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mer woꝛdes are to bee referred to the w 
02 queſtion of the Diſciples vnto Chʒiſt. Fo 
as the Diſciples do not ſimply aske, who did 
ſinne, this man or his Parentes but whether | 
he oꝛ they did ſo ſinne that he was borne blind: | 
ſo Chꝛiſt doth not ſimply denie that they ſin⸗ i 
ned, but that they did not ſo ſinne, as that this (| 
blindncs was giuen by meanes of ſinne , but 14 
fo2 ſome other caule , Foz were the wozdes ok 
Chuſt abſolutely to be vnderſtood, they could 
neuer ſtand with the veritie of leripture, which 
ſaieth: that the imaginations of the thoughts Ge. g 5. 
of mans hart are onlie euil continually: that 7 
the hart of man is deceitfull and wicked a- ler. 17.9. 
boue al things - that al we like ſheepe haue Eſa.53.6. 
gone aſtraie: that al our righteouſnes is as Eſa.64.6. 
filthy cloutes: that the heauens are not clean lob. 15.15. 
in the Lordes ſight, and therefore man much 
more abominable and filthy, which drin- 
keth iniquitie like water, that is, hath a deſire 
to ſinne, as they that are thirſtie haue a deſire 
to dꝛink:and to be ſhozt, that we do al offend, lam. 3.3. 
and that in many things: beſide many and ſun: 
dꝛie other like places. So that Chriſt in this 
his anſ were to the Diſciples (Neither hath this 
man ſinned, nor his Parentes) ſpeaketh not 
ſimply of the nature of man by which all men 
are ſinners, but of the nature ot the croſſe and 
tribulation, with which the Lozde aſſatleth 
thole that are his, Fo2 this blind man had lin⸗ 
4 C 2 ned, 
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| Avent. in ned, and his Parentes had ſinned . Ofthe blind 


- 105. tract, Man Saint Augultine [aith thus: Mun quid pſe 
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vel ſine peccato natus erat originali, vel viuendo 
nihil addide rat? Was he bozue either without 
Original Unne , oꝛ had he anded nothing there* 
to in his life time: An quia oculos clauſos ha- 
be bat, concupiſcentiæ munime vꝛgilabat ? Did hee 
not watch vnto concupilcence, vecaule his eies 


were ſhut : Doubtles, the blind man was con⸗ 
ceaued in ſinne, and bozne in iniquitie: there 


was giuen him that pꝛicke in the fleſh, euen the 
rebellion of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit, the mel⸗ 


enger al Satan, to buffet him. Aliſo his Pa- 


rentes were ſinners, fo2 thep were faithleſſe 
and vnbeleeuing, and durſt not to pꝛokeſle the 
trueth. Dowbeit though they were all ſinners 


pet (as Saint Auguſtine ſaith againe) Non %S, 
peccato factum eſt vi cæcus naſceretur, It was 


not long ot ſinne, that ye was bozne blind. The 
cauſe then, koꝛ which hee was bozne blinde, is 


pyeelded of our Sauiour in theſe woꝛds: Vt ma- 


mfeſtentur opera Dei inillo , that the workes of 
God ſhould bee ſhew od on him. This man 
was deſtinate and appointed from euerlaſting 
(chꝛough his blindnes) to miniſter vnto Chziſt 
matter and occaſton to manifeſt the wozkes of 
the father. Wlbence it appeareth, that hee was 
nat the veſlell of wzath, but of grace: in whom 
God had decreed to declare his glozie . So 
that God in the atflicting and puniſhing of 

mans 
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mankinde hath diuerſe and ſundzie reſpectes. 
'Tlyerefo2e it ſhall bee neceſlarie fo2 vs ro cons 
ſider the cauſes of afflictions , tribulations, ſick: 
neſſes and calamities whatſoeuer. F oꝛ lithence 
in this Egypt and vale of wꝛzetchednes we are 
enuironed and roundly beſet with ſundzie mi⸗ 
ſeries, it ſhal make much foz the conſeruatton 
of patience and encreale of godlines, if we mark 
wel x conſider the cauſes of the lame. Firſt then, 
it is apparant that the chiefe and general caulz 
of affliccions are the ſinnes of the people, either 
their owne, oꝛ other mens . That God doth pus 
niſh them foz their owne ſinnes, it is euident 
inthe Plalme, where it is ſaid: J will viſite pſ9 22 
| 2 | 89.32. 
their offences with the rod, and their ſinne with 
ſcourges. U uch pumſhnent and cozrection 
tendeth to this ende, that (as Paule faith) wee 
ſhould bee chaſtened , becauſe with tre wozlde cor rr. 
we ſhould not be condemned. And ſo God chaſte: 3: 
neth euerie ſonne whome hee receiueth : which Heb. 12.6, 
though foꝛ the pꝛeſent time it ſeeme not to bee 
ioyous but greeuous, yet afterward it wozketh 
the quiet fruit of righteouſnes vnto them that Verſ.rr, 
are exerciſed thereby. That God doth alſo pu- 
niſth and afflict foz the ſinnes of other, it appea⸗ 
reth by that which is witten: Viſitaus peccata Exo. 20. 5. 
Parentum in filijs, and (0 foꝛth: viſiting the ſins 
of the fathers vpon the Childzen , vnto the third 
and fourth generation of them that hate him, 
Mhich then commeth to palle, when as they 
8 C3 imi⸗ 
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imitate and follow their fathers wickednes. 
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No when the Lozd hach an eie and a reſpect 
to the ſinne and offence, then there is no puniſh» 
ment ſo great o2 lo greeuous which we do not 
moſt iuſtly delerue, would the Lozd (as it is in 
the Pſalme) be ſu extreame to marke what is 
done amille. But another cauſe why God doth 
puniſh, 's to exerciſe & to trie vs, as he did the 
Iſraelites: that his feare might be befoze them, 
and that they might not ſinne , Another cauſe 
pet why God doth afflict , is to publiſh and ſet 
fozth his owne glorie, Oo did hee afflict this 
man that was blind from his birth. So did he 
afflict Lazarus, whoſe ſickneſſe was not vnto 
death, but fo2 the glozie cf god, that the ſonne 


Lohn. r.4. ok God might be gloꝛiſied thereby. So did he af. 


flict Ioſeph aud the Iſraelites in Egypt, that in 
their deliuerie his name might bee knowen to 
the Gentiles, and his glozie to the Nations. 
Dut of which cauſes we may gather , that 
calamities and afflictions doe not come vnto 
vs by Chaunce oz Fortune, but acco2ding to 
the wfll ofthe Father. Though yet the ſottiſh 
people of our dayes, not dependiug vpon Bod 
and his pzouidence (like vnto the Babyloni- 
© ans)conſult with Aſtrologers, Starre-gaſers, 
and Prognoſticators, to laue them from the 
dangers that ſhall come vpon them. Ik a man 
be llaine with the fall of a Tyle ſtone from the 


houle ('pke to * keathen that know not God) 


ther 
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they aſcribe it to Chaunce and Fortunt, laping: 
that it was his Cnance, oz it was his Fortune. 
But our Sauiour in the thirteench ok Luke 
aſcribeth it to the diuine pꝛoundence. 7 
Tyinke pau, laich hee, that chole eighteene, on uc. 13. 
whom the Tower in Siloam fell, aud flew 
them, were ſinaers aboue all men that dwelt in 
Ieruſalem ? J tel ponnap. $2 that the fall of 
the Tower in Siloam was not by Chaunce oz 
Fortune; it fell the Loꝛd fo willing, and ſo ap⸗ 
pointing, to the example and terroz ot the other 
Iewes: For ſapeth Chailt : Sed niſi pænitentium Verſ. . 
habueritit, omnes ſimiliter peribitis: but except pee 3 
amend pour liues, pee ſhall all periſhe likewiſe, 
That may there ſeeme mo2e caſuall then the 
fall of an heare from the head, oꝛ the fall of a ſpas 
row on the ground? and pet neither the one noz Mat. 1029 
the other falleth, vnleſle God wil. Foz by the te⸗ 3%: 
ſtimonie of Lhyilt, the hatres of our heades are 
numbzedꝛand the ſparowes fal not on the groũd 
without the fatyer , Naw then, if the hears of 
our heads are numbzed, and if a lparow, acon⸗ 
temptible creature in regard of the wozthines 
of man, falleth not on the grounv without the 
pꝛouidence of Gad, how can that happen to man 
which is hurtful, without the appointment ofthe 
father % It cannot be, Foꝛ as the Loꝛd himſelte 
ſaiech by the Pꝛophet Eſaie, Itorme the light 
and Create darknes 21 make peace & . 
euil I che Lord doe al theſe things. And there⸗ 
C4 foze 
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foze,ſith that light and darknes , peace and euill 


| Amos 3.6. are of him, and that there is not an euil in the ci⸗ 


tie which the Lozd hath not done (as ſaieth the 
pꝛophet Amos) that is, ſith aduerſitie commeth 
not without the appointment of god, let Chance 
and Fortune be left, by which the Gentiles and 


heathen thought al things to be gouerned there⸗ 


to led (as Baſilius Magnus noteth)thzough ig⸗ 


noꝛance ot the creation, not knowing that God 


from the beginning created the Heauen which 
ts his leat, and the earth which is his footeſtoole, 
and to this day by his diuine pꝛouidẽce ozdereth, 
ruleth and conſerueth the lame. And whereas it 


plealeth God, by the way of afflictions, to make 


vs oꝛganes and inſtruments ok his glozie, let vs 
learne to beare them patiently when they come. 
Fo? they that though impatience deſpiſe the 
crolle,deſpiſe alſo the glozy of God, whole glozie 
they ought to ſeek, and in nothing to be aſhamed, 


that with al confidence Chriſt may be magnified 


in their bodies, whether it be by life oz by death, 


And whereas it appeareth that God doth cha- 


ſen thoſe that are his fo2 diuerſe cauſes, wee 
ought not raſhly to iudge and condemne our bꝛe⸗ 


thꝛen by reaſon of their out ward afflictions: we 


ounht not curioully to looke into the iudge⸗ 
ments of God, we ought rather to ſap with Da- 
uid:Righteous art thou O Lord) & iuſt are thy 
judgements. Te dught not inquiſit iuely toſeek 
why hee 1 this thing oz that thing: o why on 
= 


% 


| © ſeluesonthispornt,# ſo hold our ſelues ſatilſied, 


in the elect, and in the reprobare : Whiles in 


dothitthisway 02 that way: but ought to reſt our 


tharwhatſoeuer he doth, he doth it foꝛ his glozy: x 
al things are created and pꝛeſerued of him to ſet 
foꝛth his gloꝛy. By him were al thinges created 1 
in heauen and in earth, viſible and inuilible, whe⸗ Col r. 14 
ther they be maieſty oz Lozvſhip, rule o2 power, 
Althings were created by him and fox him, that 
he inthe wozks ol his owne hands might be glo⸗ 
rifted, And the glozy of God is a ſufficient rea⸗ 
ſon ofal his wozks, This is the end (J late ) fo2 
which he hath created and p2eſerued al thinges, 
euen to the leruice ok his glozie , And becauſe al 
men are in his hand, it is lawful fo2 him, accoz⸗ 
ding to his own good wil & pleaſure , to vſe any 
ok them to his own glory. His glory is declared 


the one hee heweth the — of his iuſtice and 

w2ath, and in the other the riches of his mercie. 

To which purpoſe god in the ſcripture ſpeaketh 

bnto Pharao: For this cauſe haue I ſtirted thee Ex g. 16. 
vp, to ſhewe my power in thee, and to declare Rog 9.17. 
my name throughout all the worlde „that is, 

that al the woꝛld may magnifie my power in o⸗ 
uercomming thee. And ik it bee lawfull fo the 

potter of one and the ſame clay to make veſlels 

of diuers ſoꝛtes and foꝝ diuers vſes, ſome fo2 ho⸗ 

nos, and ſome to diſhonoꝛ, much moꝛe is it law⸗ > 11. 2.20, | 
ful fo2 the Low, maiſter both ok the pot and ot 

' the porter,to doe with vs ( which are his ” wha 

what 


A Sermon preached 
what he liſt himlelke. Wo be vnto him laith the 
Eſ45.9. Lad) that ſtriueth wich his maker, the pot- 
{h:rd with the potſherds of the earth. Shall 
the clay lap to him that kachioneth it, what ma⸗ 
keſt than: It were not conuenient. Foz the pot⸗ 
ter is no: in lubiection to the clay, bin the claie 
Eccl. 3.22. ti the pater. Se eke nat then fo? things that are 
too hard, and ſearch not fa2 things that are tao 
mighep koꝛ thee, ano pꝛeſume not to vnderſtand 


Rom. 1. 3. aboue that which is meet to vnderſtand: what 


Gd hath commanded thee, think vnon with res 

Eccl. 3.23. Uerence, æ be nat cuciou3 in manyof his wozkes: 
fo; it is nat needekull for thee to ſee with thine 

eies, the thinges that are ſecret . And for af: 

Ro. in 33. N icq a3 the iu gements of God are ynſearchas 


Rom. 14. ble, condemne not another mans fecuant, fo he 


ſtandeth 92 kalleth to his owne maifer : it is the 

Lozds matter and not thine, and when he wil he 

ih il ſtand, koz his god is able to make him tand, 

i. Cor. 10. N cher tu that ſtandeſt, take heede leaſt thou 
ns fal.Fo2 thouxh that ſome of the bꝛanches be bꝛo⸗ 
Ro. 1. 7. fen aff, and thau being a wild Oliue by nature, 
wat gratted contrary to nature in the right O- 

liue tree, and mad? partaker of the root and kat⸗ 

nelle of che lame, boaſt nat thy ſelfe againſt the 
branches. Fo if God ſpared nat the naturall 
branches, tate heed leaſt þ2 alſo ſpare not thee, 

B.t rather behalde thou the bountifulnes and 

ſeuerity ot᷑ Gad, and weigh wel the one with the 

other: toward them which haue fallen — 

| u 


In Oxford. 
but to thy ſelf bountifulnes if thou cotinue there- Ro. 11. 22. 
in, fo2 elite thou ſhalt alſo bee cut off. And to bee 
ſhozt let thoſe vaine a friuclous qui ſtions which 
ſome make concerning the kree election and 
tuſt re probation of God, why hee chuleth ſome, 
and retuſeth ſome, be left: and let them be anlwe⸗ 
red with that cutcry and erclamation of Paul 
to the Romanes, O altitude diuitiarum ſepiertie Ro. 11.33. 
& ſcientie Dei &c. O the deepenes of the riches 
ofthe wiſedome and knowledge of god, how vn. 
ſearchable are his iudgementes, and his wates 
pat ſind ing out: And thus much foz this pꝛelent 
. Tert and partes thereof, 
The Ld fo2 his mercie ſake grant vs althe 
ſpirite ot meeknes and lenity, that in al tribula⸗ 
tions & afflictions we may comfozt one another 
with the lame comfozt with which we our {elues 
are comfoꝛted of God:# that with al reuerẽce we 
may woꝛthily eſteem of the ſccret workings of 
his diuine power: giuing him moſt hüble c har⸗ 
ty thanks, who accoꝛding to his aboundãt mer- 
cie hath opened the cies of dur mindes to behold | 
the bꝛight beames ol his truth, and hath deliue- 
red vs from the power ok darkenes, and of dark⸗ 
nes hath made vs light in him w ho! is the light 
of the world, and hath begotten vs ane we to an 
euerlaſting inheritaunce laid vp in heeuen io} 
thoſe that are kept by the might of his power 
(thꝛough faith) vnto ſaluat ion, alreadie oꝛdei⸗ 
ned befoze the foundations of the wozld — 
td, 


lohn. B.: 


— 


| A Sermon preached 
Jafen, to be declared in the laſt time: though now 


though our manifold temptations, that the tri⸗ 
all of our faith being much moꝛe pꝛecious then 
coꝛruptible gold that is tryed by fire , may bee 
found vnto laud, gloꝛy and honoꝛ at the glozious 


-* appearingof leſus Chriſt, who we loue though 


we haue not ſeen, c in whom we beleeue though 
wee behold him not as he is, waiting fo2 the end 


bot our faich, euen theſaluation of our ſoules: 


which God graunt vs fo2 his Chriſts ſake, to 


whom with the holie Ghoſt, thꝛee perſons and 
one Gay, be al pꝛaiſe, maieſtie, power and domi⸗ 


nion now and euer. Amen. 


fo2 ateaſon we are ſtriken in heauines , & grone 


Prayer. 


12 Eternal God & moſt merci- 


full father, we thy poore ſer- 

uames do proſtrate our ſelues be- 
fore the throne of thy Diuine ma- 
ieſty, entirely deſiring thy fatherly 
goodnes to graunt that thy holie 
word may take ſuch deepe root in 

our hearts, as that it may fructifie 
 &bring forth an hundreth, ſixty, or 
thirtie fold, ſo much as ſhall ſeeme 
beſt to thy heauenly wiſedom. And 
whereas by thy holie Apoſtle Paul 
we are willed to make praiers and 
ſupplications for al men, for Kings 
and Princes, and for all that are in 
authoritie, wee beſeech thee (O 
Lord) to bleſſe and preſerue our 

moſt gracious Queene Elizabeth, 
and her moſt honorable counſel- 
lours againſt all domeſtical & for- 


kaine 
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all our poore & afflicted brethren, 


raine foes, that thy Church ſo pro- 


ſperouſlie begun, may be builded 


& fullie finiſhed according to the 
platforme of thy ſacred and lioly 
word. VVe pray thee alſo (o Lord) 
to bleſſe all paſtors and miniſters 


ching of thy Law, & the charge of 
thy choſen, that they may be foũd 
good ſtewards of thy wih and true 
diſpoſers of thy ſecrets: & that by 
their labours ſanctified ofthee, thj 


poore ſheepe, which wander & go 


aſtraie in the vale of darknes and 


ſhadow of death, may be brought 


home to thy ſheepfold, vnder one 
Shepheard, thy ſonne Ieſus Chriſt. 


And here (o Lord) for as much as 
we are al thy children & ſheepe of 
thy paſture, we praie vnto thee for 


that 


Prayer. 

that by any meanes any where do 
grone vnder the croſſe for the te- 
ſtimonie ofthy eternal truth, that 
according to thy promiſe it would 
pleaſe thee to giue them the fulnes 
of conſolation, pacience & con- 
ſtancie, that they may cheerfullie 
abide whatſoeuer fierie trial it ſhal 
pleaſe thy heauenlie wiſedome to 

put them vnto, that both by their 
life and by their death thy trueth 

may be ſealed, Antichriſt aſhamed, 
and the kingdome enlarged ofthy 
dear ſonne Ieſus Chriſt, in whoſe 
name we make our humble & har- 
tie praier vnto thee according to 
that maner & forme which he hath 
taught vs. Matth. 6 


Our Father which art in heauen, ha- 
loved be thy name, &c. 


